
Spain Now Sends Us a Philosopher Who Sees a Hopeless World
The Confessions of a Cynic

Pio Baroja Contrasted With Blasco Ibanez in
H. L. Mencken's Introduction

THF. latest volume in Mr. Knopf's
interesting Free Lance series
to come to our desk is Pio
Baroja's Youth and Egolatry,

translated from the Spanish by Jacob
S. Fassett jr. and Frances L. Phillips
and issued under the editorial chaper-
onage of H. L. Mencken. Baroja, ac¬

cording to his gifted sponsor, "stands
for the modern Spanish mind at its
most enlightened. He is the Spaniard
of education and worldly wisdom, de¬
tached from the medieval imbecilities
of the old régime and yet aloof from
the worse follies of the demagogues
who now rage in the country."

Comparing Baroja with Blasco Ibáñez,
Mr. Mencken writes that "Blasco is al¬
most the typical Socialist.iconoclastic,
oratorical, sentimental, theatrical.a
fervent advocate of all sorts»of lofty
causes, eagerly responsivo to the shib¬
boleths of the hour. Baroja is the
analyst, the critic, almost the cynic.
If he leans toward any definito doc¬
trines at all it is toward the doctrine
that the essential ills of man are in¬
curable, that all the remedies proposed
are as bad as the disease, that it is
almost a waste of time to bother about
humanity in general. ... He is.
one fancies, a bit disgusted and a bit
despairing. But if it is despair it is
surely net the despair of one who has
shirked the tria!.-'

Philosophy and Autobiography
Turning from Mr. Mencken's con¬

venient preface to the book itself, we

discover a strange confusion of phi¬
losophy and autobiography.a thing of
shreds and patches. Baroja started to
write a little history of his career

ar.d the little history grew up into an

apologia pro sita vita. The predomi¬
nant note is one of unsneering cyni¬
cism. Baroja is weary. He has tried
r.ll of our social and political pana¬
ceas and found them worthless. He
has sought rel'ef from the welter o!
life by 'retiring to Ids Basque hillr;.
Here he will lead the existence of an

author whose works are sufficiently
profitable to keep him from want.

Physician and baker in turn, he took up
the writer's craft as a last resort ar.d
succeeded almost immediately.
Some will be irritated by the smug¬

ness which seems to have grown out
of Baroja's rebellion. "If I can't have
my way I won't play" is his evasion of
problems that lie cannot conquer. Here
and there lie emits a tub-thumping:
platitude (as some one has said") like
"I do not pretend to taste, but I am

sincere; nor do I endeavor to be con¬
sistent. Consistency «Iocs not interest
me." Dulcinea use! to write this as
"I don't know mucn about art, but I
know what I like." But, take him as
a whole, Baroja is ¡"i independent.a
solitary independent who belongs to no
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"school" and who is willing that his
reader take nïm or leave nim alone.

Sharp Thrusts at Politicians
Much of the book is devoted to criti¬

cism of contemporary Spanish poli¬
tics and literature, and this part will
be hafflinn to most American readers.
Yet Baroja'ti rather bare, pointed prose
mkes pood reading, even if one is un¬
familiar with the objects of his attack.
Any one with a taste for literary blood¬
shed will like such bits as "Señor de
Loyarte is soporific as a r-cneral rule,
but in his polite sortie against me he
is more amusing than usual. His

Upstarts, grandiloquent and nt the
samo timo unctuous, a general in a

Salvation Army of Art, or a monk who
is a devotee of an .sthetic Doctrine
which has been drawn up by n Con¬
gress of Tourists."

No Use for Bohemia
Itadicals of tho parlor, back 01 front,

will find little encouragement from
Baroja, "Bohemia," ho says, "is not
only false, it is contemptible. It sug¬
gests to me a minor Christian sect, of
the most inconsequential degree, nicely
calculated for the convenience of
hangers-on at cates." líe admits
frankly that "gush over the working-
man" annoys him; his creed is to
"take what I can that I want, and when,
1 do not take it, it is because I can¬
not get it."
There is more cgolatry than youth

in Baroja's book, but it is a worth¬
while addition to tho Free Lanco
¡..erics. Whetner you will agree with

DIO BAROJA, the latest Spanish writer to win au Ameri¬
can ¡leaving. His Youth and Egolatry lias just been

published by Alfred A. Knopf
malice is so keen that it very nearly
causes him to appear intelligent," and
"No ono roads in San Sebastian. They
rim over the society news and then
drop the paper for fear thc;r 1 > r é --¦

will be-in to smoke." (By the way.
translators ought to watch their gram
mar. Herr- i.; something for tho hone-
fit of the disciples of John Ruskin:
"He impresses ma ;i> tho Prince of

him is of no great consefiuenco. If
you are tempted t<> skip his discus¬
sions of local matters, don't be timid.
Baroja would respect you for it. But
at least hero is a man who present a
definite point, of view without borrow
ing his ideas from any political or so¬
cial sect. He is full of tho sour milk
of human kindness, o" which a sip now
and then is beneficial.

Roads to Social Progress
Professor Binder Sees Health as Supreme Factor

in Development of Civilization
1TT" i*A.1.1 H h.ys been the lüost

.&j important factor in the de¬
ja veloprncnt of civilization, in

the opinion of Rudolph II.
Binder, professor of sociology at New
York University, who ;;ots forth vari
ous interesting theories of social prog-
ross in two book«, Health and Social
Progress and Major Social Problems
«published by Prentice-Hall, Inc.1. Pro¬
fessor Binder'.; definition of health
may be summed up as follow:-:
By health is meant not physical

strength, but. correct, sound structure
A person may be said to be healthj
when he is, except incidentally, uncon
scious of his body- This «lefinitioi
may seem .strange at first sight, bu
it implies all the elements which en
tor in to a full description of health
It means the state of the body whicl
enables it to perform every functio«
¡which can reasonably be expected o

it, to accommodate itself to each ordi
nary ta.sk, and to be equal to some ex
ertion without painful sense of fa
tigue; it. means self-control, a balanc
between organs and organism, so as t
produce a coordinated whole, we!
equipped for action.
The author traces the intimate re

lation between health and disease an
the rise and fall of ancient civiliza
tions. The origins of these civilizó
tions are to be looked for in regionwhich are distinctly healthful. Profct
sor Binder ascribes the fall of Grèce
and Rome to the invasion of malari
which devitalized the peoples of thes
countries.
The conquest of disease in the tro{

ics, according to Professor Binder,
peculiarly imperative at the presei
time because these regions offer a mo¡

promising outlet for the steadily ii
creasing population of the world. Wit
the equatorial countries made gene
ally inhabitable, the gloomy proph«
cies of Malthus could be laughed !

indefinitely.
The author vindicates the genius, i

a type, from Lombroso's charge «

degeneracy. Ho shows that there ai
two kinds of geniuses, those \vl
draw upon imagination and those wl
depend upon observation. Briefly, tl
distillation between them is that oi
is the artistic typo, the other tr
scientific type. Lombroso confines hit
self to a study of the artistic or phil
sophlc type of genius and charges t

geniuses with degeneracy. Profess«
Binder, on the other hand, asserts th:
whi!« some of the artistic type may 1
degenerates, those of the highest gra«
are pormal.a condition which hob
good for all the scientist1«.
Among our major social problems tl

author lists eugenics, feminism, soci
control of industry, internationalis

land the. reconstruction of education.
lie dees not approve of the tendency
among worn"'; to forsake the duties of
the home, lie contends that the prob¬
lem of bringing up children can never
be satisfactorily solved by turning
thrni over to institutions. To the
feminist, demand Tor full equality of
the Sf.'.'s, Professor Binder replies
that equality does not preclude dif-
ferentiation of function, lie believes
that the majority of women will always
perform their b<\<;t social service by
remaining makers of homes.

; Like, most sociologists, the author
emphasizes the need for a more
thorough and scientific application of

¡the principles of eugenics. Il«* points
¡out the serious results which inevitablyfollow from the wholesale propagation
of the unfit and suggests various
remedies for this evil.
Professor Binder devotes some atten-

tion to the problem of labor and in¬
dustry. He is inclined to challenge Hie

I rewards of business as disproportion¬
ately lnrce in some ease?. He believes
that the workers should be given a
more direct voice in the managemenlof industry, and cites in this connec¬
tion the. Whitley report and John D.
Rockefeller jr.'s plan of industrial rep¬resentation.

Professor Binder's works constitute
la clear and valuable presentation of
¡sociological theories. They are equallywell fitted to appeal to the general:
reader and to serve as textbooks in col¬
leges and universities.

How to Succeed
Practical Advice for the

Young Man

HOW the, ambitious boy of to-day
may become the successful man
of a few years henee is indi

cated in Claude Richards' The Man
of To-morrow (Crowell). This book
is a plea for specialization along voca¬
tional lines, and the principles that it
teaches are safe and sound. Honesty,
thrift, clean living and hard work are
extolled, with copious inspiring qu«j-.7¡-
tions from Dr. Orison J^welt Marden.

In addition to the tract proper, there
are eighteen chapters on different call-
ings, including agriculture, manufac-
turing, banking, the civil service, engi¬
neering and journalism. Although
these sections arc too sketchy to be of
much use to the young man who wishes
a broad view of the vocations discui sed,
they make no rash promises of wealth
and can do no one any harm, j

Richelieu's France
A History of the prance of
the Seventeenth Century
I^HE great sweep of the history of

Franco is the clearest mirror of
the political development of

Europe. Historians have recognized
the need of a now presentation and
study of that history, for the last half
century has succeeded in evolving a

theory of social evolution at variance
with the ideas of the old school men

Under the general title, The Nationa
History o> France, there is now beinjj
published in this country a translatioi
of a scries, of which the fifth volume
The Seventeenth Century, by Jacque;
Boulcnger (Putnams), is now beton
un.

France is the true epitome o!
Europe, for she easily has maintaine«
a recognized facility in adopting new

constitutions and political theories
and has created a literature and an ar
that interpret, with classical ease an«

beauty of form, the tendencies of years
No century in her dramatic and roman
tic story is richer in significance thai
tho seventeenth, and it is this epoch
that of Louis XÏII and Louis XIV, tha
this book covers.
One has but to tako this volume ii

hand seriously, reading its chapter;
with a mind open to illumination and
explication, to get the meaning of the
drift of the years from 1600 to 1700
when Franco is concerned. One by one
the outstanding figures of Paris, ane
Paris was then Franco even more thai
to-day, move from the wings and treac
the stage. Richelieu, handling men a:

puppets, is revealed in a new and r.l
most startlingly realistic fashion, no'
as a mero manipulator of state treas
uries, nor as administrator, but as th«
defender of Franco against foreigi
plot and threat. Mazarin, Conde
Turcnnc, and that strange image of
man, Luxembourg.ride Macaulay oi
Luxembourg and William of Orange-
take their parts and we foci that w
perceive and comprehend them.
Woven in with the masculine fabric o

the era is that remarkable thread o
the influence of women at court. Mari
'i- Medici, Mme. de Montespai
\íme. de Maintenon, and all the res
>f that glittering feminine galaxy ar

introduced, piven their parts an
owed off the stage. Their infiuenc

was a factor often decisive in matter
'if state, and especially in tho devoloj
¦iiont and routine of court life. Witl
out them Versailles would have been
place of hollow glory. They aide
Louis XIV in the spending of hue
baps of gold, and right here we cat«
the faint, suppressed cry of the suffe
ing poor of France who did not play, i

Boulenger says in speaking of the riot1
royal play and happiness: "The eomm«
folk were the only propio who did n
play; they paid instead, as usual." In ;i
this inequality and blindness, to real
ties lay the seeds «f 17P:!.
This volume ends with a critical est

mate of the men of tho seventeen
century who had so great a part, in tl
creation of ;; di¡ tinctivc ly French li
eraturc, Moliere, La fontaine, Raeir
B uel, Fénelon.
We have not seen (!!C other volum

in this series. The National Histo
of France, but if this one is
type of the excellence of its brethrc
then we have at last a complete sto
"f France written in accordance wi
the demands of the twentieth centu
student of the devejopment of civili?
tion.

..- a

A Wordsworth Anthology
Alfred A. Knopf announces the pilication of Wordsworth: An Antholo)The volume; arranged with a prefatc

note by T. J. Cobdcn-Sanderson, is
exceptionally beautiful piece oT bo«
making. The edition for the Uni:
States is limited to 250 copies.

%

stay repressed, glow-

By VICENTE BLASCO ÏBANEZ
The Boston Transcript calls it:
"One of the three great novels by Blasco Ibanez that will

endure. . . . The atmosphere is vibrant with interest."
The Baltimore Ne-vs finds it:

"Magnificent ... its people are extremely vital."
Tbc Chicago Daily N^ws describes it as:"Full of dash, full of emotions that won'ting with color."
The New Yotik Times sums up:"Blasco Ibanez is the great story-teller of today. In sheerability to narrate ... he stands peerless."
Oilier Novels by BLASCO IBANEZ arc:

The Four Horsemen oí the Apocalypse, Marc
Nostrum, BSood and Sand, La Bodega, The
Shadow oí the Cathedral, etc. Each $2.15

These books ¿tie obtainable at any bookstore or from
E. P. DUTTON & CO., 681 Fifth Ave., New York

Too Good to Miss

COUNSEL OF
Bv Charles Brache 11 A wholly diverting and originalnovel of today. Peter Van

Hoeven, born aristocrat, penni¬less and compelled to v/ork,
qualifies as butler in a newly
rich family. I he complications
are amusing, the situations de¬
lightful, the action rapid and
the society atmosphere authen¬
tic. And there's more than a

suggestion of the dramatic in the
adventures of a lovely heroine
with a socially ambitious but
hopelessly plebeian mother.
THIS IS AN APPLETON BOOK

At All Booksellers

D. APPLETON & COMPANY, NEW YORK
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A LICE DUER MILLER has the distinctio?i of having won a
.*-*¦ simultaneous success on the stage and in book form with

her The Charm School. It is published by Harper's

Civil War Letters
Naval Problems of the Union Revealed in Fox's
Correspondence with Farragut and Du Pont

f "Wr\ HE Naval History Society has
|| added a ninth volume to its

_J| already important list of
works on American marine

records. In the Confidential Corre¬
spondence of Gustavus V. Fox, Assist¬
ant Secretary of the Navy, 18tíl-'65,
Vol. I, edited by Robert M. Thompson
and Richard Wainwright, there is a
storehouse of valuable data, much of
it an inside story of naval matters
during the opening 'ears of the Civil
War. No library on the dramatic
struggle between the North and the
South will be complete in actually nec¬
essary volumes without this book. We
look forward to the appearance of
Volume II, which will carry on the
series of letters to 1865 and the close
of the war.

These letters are human documents
reflecting the lights and shadows of
the Civil War, as sein on the sea, and
revealing tho minds and hearts of
loyal, plain-spoken men. Fox must
have been a singularly wholesome fei¬
lew, a man to trust and to serve faith¬
fully. His letters to his wife, in this
book, are rich in solicitude and ten¬
der regard. But it is in his corre¬
spondence with Du Pont, and Farragut
that wo find tho give and take of men
worried by departmental restrictions
and searching for marine methods that
would hob« to crush the Confederacy.
Especially illuminating are Fox's let¬
ters that tell of his abortive effort to
relieve Sumtcr in April, 1861, and his
correspondence with Du Pont relative
lo ordnance and ships, and the plan¬
ning and handling of coastal opera¬
tions. Du Pont was an outspoken old
chap and didn't hesitate to say a thing
or two when urged by the stress oí
events.

Letters usually make dry reading
Those in this volume are as interesting
as full of color, as the obi ocean itself

They reveal important facts about an
era that will "row in historical im¬
portance with the passage of years,

A Love Story of the North Woods

By T. MORRIS
LONGSTRETH

Author of "The Catskills,"
"The Adirondacks," etc.

THRILLING story of love and lumberjacks
set in the Adirondack^ mountain countryin its desperate, timber-cutting days. Tbc

author knows his mountain country as intimately
as he loves it, and there breathes through the novel
a passion for the pines and the snows, the hills and
the valleys as pure and as stimulating as the winds
that blow across Saranac and Placid. Robert Louis
Stevenson appears as one of the characters, aidingMac in his fight against tremendous odds for the
delightful Hallie of the great hill country.

Frontispiece. Price $1.90
Published by THE CENTURY CO., New York City

Joan Ccmgttcst
An exquisitely romantic talc of Cairo and the great

desert.as colorful as the Arabian Nights.as poetic as a
Shakespearean Sonnet. Jt deals with a people as simple as
children.fierce as untamed animals, but dominated by
traditions as ancient as the pyramids.

A story of passionate love and thrilling adventure,
wherein two young people, one a kiivi of the desert, the
other a charming young English woman, cast convention
aside, and live their own lives in the Desert Wilderness.

Net $2.00

The Macaulay Company, Publishers
15-17 West Mili St. New Vork

Gripping Tales of Love and Adventure
CAPE CURREY Efy Réné Juta

A weird, fascinating mystery story with a picturesque?
setting in South Africa. $1.75

TRUE LOVE By Allan Monkhouse.x^_._ ___¦»_< v _.. "-'y -_.___%__ ifiuuiiii-jiifl

A dramatic, psychological novel, which The Bookman
says is a "really brilliant story." $1.75
THE UNCENSORED LETTERS

OF A CANTEEN GIRL
This jolly book presents a faithful and vivid picture of
the eventful life of a canteen girl. $1.75

HENRY HOLT AND COMPANY
19 West 44th St. New York City

New York and Her Harbor
Surveyor Rush Describes Growth of Port andSuggests Possible Improvements

THE growth ff New York as
a port of exit and entry in
trade gives a theme of en¬

grossing interest, not only
for the man busied in commercial life,
but even for him who loves a fasci¬
nating story of civic progress. Thomas
E. Rush, Surveyor of the Port of New
York, in his The Port of New York
(Doubleday, Page)^ gives what may
well bo called a complete record of the
development of the city's magnificent
waterway and waterfront from the
far-off days of few ships and few docks
down to this twentieth century era of
huge undertakings conducted by rail
and by ships at sea. .

Very properly, The Port of New
York begins with a brief but adequate
account of the days of discovery, of
Verrazano, Gomez and Hudson, and
leads us on, still visioning the mighty
future ahead, through the days of
smuggler craft and the years of Ameri¬
can supremacy on the ocean in swift
packets that made phenomenal voyages
to Europe and around the Horn.
But it Í3 in the pages that enable us

to contemplate the present New York,
her possibilities and her foolish re¬
tarding through neglect by commercial
and political factors in government,
that we find the real value of Surveyor
Rush's book. It is plain that the im¬
mediate future must see a scrapping
of old methods and a quick,making use
of means that will enable New York to
meet the demands of a huge and ever¬
growing trade. There are thirty-six
suggestions as to improvements in the
chapter on "Port Improvements Still
Needed." How obvious the value of hav¬
ing the Long Lsland Sound boats land
their cargoes and passengers on the East
River, saving sixty miles of travel a day
and oyer 18,000 miles a year! How im¬
portant that the Jersey cities adjacent
to New York go on developing their
meadows into regular ports, that the
whole general port area may be better
eiiuipped to cope with the demands of
a vast trade to come! And how sensi-

ble the idea of a vehicular tunnelder the Hudson River!
Every loyal New Yorker, ¡n f. .everv proud American, should rZlThe Port of Now York if hc de.j/eto keep abreast of the tide of n

*

tional trade now settinc !n withbroader sweep and derber current. Jy.book, so rich in history, in comme-«on present needs and in prediction ofcoming greatness, will answer manyquestion and enlarge one's vision o'great city's commercial primacy. * *

Doran Gets Educational ReviewBeginning with the .September issue1920, Educational Review passes for'mally into the hands of George H. Dorar,Company, publisher-, under the editorialsupervision of Dr. Frank PierrepoatGraves, dean of the School of Educa¬tion in the University of PennsylvaniaThe September issue contains four ar-tides which will cause a stir in ed¬ucational circles and give evidence o'the progressive attitude of the neweditor and the publisher?. They are"Unionization From the Standpoint of
a University Teacher." W. f. CurtaUniversity of Missouri; "Teachers andTrade. Unions," Arthur G. Lovejov,Johns Hopkins; "The Organization of
Teachers," James K. Russell, Teach¬
ers College, Columbia; "The Ameri¬
can Federation of Teachers," Charle-
B. Stillman, president of the Ameri¬
can Federation of Teachers.

-Rewarding Books..j
FOUND at ANY BOOKSTOREFrom Persian Uplands
By FREDERICK HALE

Persia itself in vivid colors anddelicate phrases. $5,00
Wanderings
By RICHARD CURLE $5.00Impressions which reflect theatmosphere of four continents.
Adventures AmongBirds
By W. H. HUDSON $4.00
Birds in Town
and Village
By W. II. HUDSON $4.00
Far Away and
Long Ago
By W. H. HUDSON

Mr. Hudson combines author¬
itative knowledge with unusual
personal charm. $3.00

Beatrice d'Esté
By JULIA CARTWRIGHT
A brilliant portrait of a woman
famous in Italian history. $3.00

By-paths in Sicily
¿y ELlZA PUTNAM HEATON

¡..v.ted from photcgranhs.'

$3.50
E. P. Diitton & Co., 6S1 5th Ave., N. Y.
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Companionable Books..
FOUND at ANY BOOKSTORE
About It and About
By D. WILLQUGHBY
Dry wit, keen analysis, and a
wide range of topics of the day
arc its characteristics. $5-W

Not That It Matters
By A. A. MILNE. ofP unch
Perhaps not, but you will enjoy
his way of telling it. S*-50

Letters to X
From H. J. MASSINGHAM
Richard Le Gallienne describes
this as a "wise, witty, coro-
panionably learned and most
comforting book." '2-5U

Pebbles on the Shore
Leaves in the Wind
Both by A. G. GARDINER,

written under the name of Al¬

pha of the Plough." Each $2.»
E. P. Duttoa & Co., 681 5th Av., N. T-

Freely and without shame
even the most blase boot-
reviewers admit that the
thrill of Albert Paysoa
Terhune's latest and su¬

preme!* well-told dog story

BRUCE
moves them to the point of
wavering type and a husky
throat. Even better than

LAD is BRUCE
they pay. Each $2.00.

At All Bookstores.
E. P. Dutton & Co.. New York


